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*President : Harry Elwell, K2ATX 
*Vice President : Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 
*Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2A YU 
*Recording Secretary : Bruce Canino, KD2LBU 
*Corresponding Secretary: Ron Block, NR2B 


Board of Directors - 3 year term 


Trustees - 4 year term 
*Brian Jones, KD2BXD (2014-2017) 
Bob Demola, KD2GFL (2015-2018) 
Mark Gottlieb, WA2DIY (2016-2019) 
Bob Fields, KC6AOH (2017-2020) 


* Offices up for election 


*Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML (2015-2017) Chuck Lanard, KD2EIB (2016-2018) 
*Bill Price, NJ2S (2015-2017) Lee Marino, NALAM (2017-2019) 
Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN (2016-2018) John Zaruba, K2ZA (2017-2019) 


This Month’s Calendar... 


General Membership Meeting 
Wednesday, December 6, 2017 @ 1930 Hours 
Pfeiffer Community Center 


Tech Saturday Forum 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 @ 0900 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 


10 Meter Swap Meet 
Saturday, December 9, 2017 @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 


GCARC Holiday Dinner Party 
Monday, December 11, 2017 @ 1800 Hours 
Hibachi Grill & Supreme Buffet 


VE License Testing Session 
Thursday, December 14, 2017 @ 1900 Hours 
Franklin Township Public Library 


Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, December 20, 2017 @ 1900 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 


10 Meter Ragchew Net 
Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 
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GCARC 5" Annual Holiday Dinner 


Monday, December 11, 2017 


Hibachi Grill & Supreme Buffet 
884 Delsea Drive North 
eis: fe Sgt 


6 PM to 9 PM 
Dinner Buffet: $8.99 per person 


Pay at the door 


No reservations required 
They have a room reserved for us 
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This year seems to have flown by. Coming up this month, our regular General Membership Meeting will 
be on Wednesday the 6", followed by the last Tech Saturday of the year on Saturday the 9". Club Holiday 
Dinner on the 11", the monthly VEC testing session will be on Thursday the 14", and the Board of Direc- 
tors Meeting on Wednesday the 20". Add to that Hanukkah, Christmas, and New Years and you have the 
recipe for a very busy month. 


The election for club officers will take place at the December meeting. The slate is as follows: 
e President : Harry Elwell, K2ATX 
e Vice President : Bruce Canino, KD2LBU 
Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Recording Secretary : No candidate for this position 
Corresponding Secretary : Ron Block, NR2B 
Directors : 
e Chuck Colabrese, WAZ2TML 
e Bill Price, NJ2S 
e Trustee : Jim Clark, KAZOSV 


We still have no candidate for the position of Recording Secretary. The Recording Secretary performs an 
important and necessary function; recording and maintaining the meeting minutes for the regular member- 
ship meetings and the board of director meetings. What are minutes? Minutes are simply a record of what 
went on at the meeting, not a transcript of everything said. Minutes are a record of the issues discussed at 
the meeting, and the responses or decisions for the issues. 


The 2017 Club Holiday Dinner will take place at the Hibachi Grill & Supreme Buffet in Glassboro on 
Monday the 11" at 6 PM. There are no reservations required and the cost is only $8.99 per person at the 
door. 


In 2016, the ARRL sponsored National Parks On The Air (NPOTA) to help the National Park Service 
celebrate their 100 Anniversary. Throughout the yearlong event hams across the country were encour- 
aged to activate as many of the 489 National Park Service units around the country. The event featured 
awards for both activators and chasers. By all accounts the event was a success with a total of 21,344 acti- 
vations and more than a million QSOs. Due largely to the popularity of NPOTA, the league has announced 
a new event for 2018; the ARRL International Grid Chase. Information is available on the ARRL web- 
site, the December issue of QST magazine, and in Jim Wright’s article “2018 — The Year of the Grid 
Square Chase” on page 7 of this Crosstalk issue. 


I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy holiday season. 
Best regards, 


Harry, K2ATX 
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Southern New Jersey Section Club Station 2017 ARRL Field Day Results 
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Tech Saturday Forum : December 9, 2017 @ 0900 Hours 


Forum Theme : Open Discussion 


UPN 8) 18) The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All 
TECH Tech Saturday Forums are an open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. 
All questions are welcome as well as a venue for members to show off their latest 
ham radio projects or gadgets. 


All are welcome - hams and non-hams - club members and non-club members. Take a guided tour of our 
clubhouse. View our HF and VHF/UHF Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 


The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the General Membership meeting. 
ARRL 2017 Field Day Results ARRL 2016 Field Day Results 
Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 
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ARRL Ham Radio License Exam Practice Website 


www.arrlexamreview.appspot.com 


December 6, 2017 General Membership Meeting 


Joe Everhart, N2CX 
Portable Operating in NPOTA (National Parks On The Air) 
and POTA (Parks On The Air) 
+++ 
Election of Club Officer for 2018 
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NEW JERSEY 


Best Down Jersey DX Picks 
December 2017 


By Bill Grim, WOMHK 


Due to the busy Holiday Season for us all and with few DXpeditions planned in December, we'll take a 
break on listing any specific DX callsigns and summaries this month. 


In lieu of the usual, here are few general propagation tips for the month of December. 


30M through 160M should be much quieter and prone to many DX openings around 
sunset forward. 

Keep an eye on 20M and 17M (often with less competition on 17) during the day for 
DX activity into early evening. 

When Solar Flux is in the mid 70's range with a low K Index, look for possible DX on 
10 and 12 Meters. 

Yes, there have been sporadic openings on those two bands toward Latin America and 
West Africa in the last weeks. 

Unfortunately, these great bands only have a small chance of opening to far Western 
and Southern Europe. 


Good Hunting! 


Best Health and DX to Everyone in the New Year. 


73, Bill WOMHK 


2018 - The Year of the Grid Square Chase! 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


ia If you saw my presentation at the November club meet- 
i ing, you’re probably already on FT-8 by now. If not, 
there’s another reason you should be - 2018 is going to 
s| be the year of the Grid Square! 


What’s a grid square? What’s FT-8? And why is 2018 the year of the 
grid square? 


Fair questions. Let me start with the first. Grid squares are used by amateur radio operators, like you, to 
describe a location on Earth using just a few characters. It’s an ingenious scheme, coded using alternating 
pairs of letters and digits, to limit the amount of characters needed to transmit a location using voice, 
Morse code, or digital mode. Encoding the location like this allows it to be quickly and efficiently sent. 
This scheme was adapted in 1980 at a meeting in Maidenhead, England, giving it the common name of 
“Maidenhead grid squares”. Knowing your location, and the location of the station you are receiving, al- 
lows you to quickly approximate distance and bearing on a sphere between stations for contest logging 
and/or directional antenna pointing purposes. 


So, how does the system work? Looking at a globe, and starting with the imaginary north-south “anti- 
meridian” line that goes from the South Pole up through the North Pole exactly on the opposite side of the 
planet from Greenwich, England, the 360 degrees of longitude around the world are divided into 18 bands, 
resulting in 20 degree longitude slices around the world. The first 18 letters of the alphabet are used in up- 
per case to represent this longitude, from “A” to “R”. 


Similarly, starting at the South Pole, and going up the 180 degrees of latitude up to the North Pole, 18 
bands of latitude are created, each 10 degrees apart. Again, the first 18 letters of the alphabet in upper case 
are used to represent these latitude slices, from “A” to “R”. Thus, in just two letters, you can approximate 
a station’s location to within any 20 x 10 degree long-lat zone on Earth. 


The Maidenhead agreement further divided each of long-lat zones into 10 bands of longitude and 10 bands 
of latitude, using the digits “0” to “9” to represent them, resulting in 2 x 1 degree “Maidenhead grid 
squares’’. Putting this together, in just 4 characters (two letters followed by two numbers) you have an effi- 
cient scheme to approximate any longitude-latitude on Earth. By agreement, if further precision is needed, 
each of these are divided into 24 slices of longitude-latitude to create “sub-squares” using the lower-case 
letters “a” to “x” (24 was selected to simplify manual calculation of degrees and seconds). 

Here in Gloucester County, NJ, generally our Maidenhead locator is FM29, to 4 characters of precision. 
That’s all you need for most contests. To confirm your Maidenhead location, or to take this out to 6 char- 
acters (as is typically used in configuring software programs, like FT-8 in WSJT-X, and is used to help 
with antenna pointing when making exchanges at UHF/VHF frequencies and above), you’re encouraged to 
dust off the archives and check out page 11 of the June 2015 edition of Crosstalk. On this page you’ ll find 
a short article titled “What’s a Maidenhead Grid Square?” with instructions on how to find your 6- 
character locator. Don’t have a copy laying around? No problem. Jeff, our historian and online publica- 
tions guru has graciously made an online copy available. 


Grid Square Chase - Continued on page 8 


Grid Square Chase - Continued from page 7 


For convenience, a direct link is 
provided here: http://bit.ly/2mZdYqB 


Now for the question, what’s FT-8? If 
you missed the presentation at our last 
club meeting, you missed a good one :) 


Thanks to Jeff again, it’s not a total loss. 


A copy of the presentation slides were 
provided to Jeff for archiving to our 
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W2MMD website on “The Elmer’s 
Shack” page (http://bit.ly/2AEj7HE). 
Additionally, you can find an article on 
configuring for multiple users in FT-8 on 
the same web page and on page 18 of this G3} 
Crosstalk issue. 


FM29 


Cape May 


Finally, so why is 2018 going to be the year of the grid square? 


Ah, the answer to that is simple. Not heard of this yet? The ARRL is making it so with a new year-long 
operating event that starts 00:00 UTC on January 1! Simply include the Maidenhead grid location in your 
exchange, then include this location in the log you upload to Log Book of the World (LoTW). Monthly 
leaders will be computed and reported, with monthly scores reset, and new leaders reported for each 
month. At the end of the year, monthly totals will be summed for an annual summary with awards to the 
top finishers in various categories. It is easy to predict that modes like FT-8, that already include grid loca- 
tion in the exchange, might become even _more_ popular in 2018! For more details, see the introducing 


article (www.arrl.org/international-grid-chase-2018). Not already set up with LoTW? Not a problem. 
Registration and uploading are free. Getting started info is located here: (http://bit.ly/2B81hgk). 


So, are you ready for the year of the grid square? Hopefully, yes! With the hints and links from this article, 
I hope you have enough to get started. Alright then, bring on 2018! Let’s get on with the chase! 
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Snap Shots from November 4, 2017 Tech Saturday Forum / Fall Fox Hunt 


Here were the teams. 
All finished and were awarded cash prizes! 


Harry K2ATX and Aryanna 
Matt N2EE and Jon WB2MNF 
Al KB2AYU and Gary N23WHV 
Bruce KD2LBU and Joe N2CX 


SPS 


The “Fox” was hiding in the woods across the 
road from our Clubhouse. 


John K2ZA 
Working portable (or is it mobile?) 
from our Clubhouse Field Site 


Al KB2AYU 


Working some satellites from our 
Clubhouse VHF/UHF Room 


Pre-Fox Hunt meeting in our Clubhouse 


a 
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KB6NU's Ham Radio Blog 


Catalogs are about possibilities 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


When I was a kid, I used to regularly get catalogs, such as the Allied Radio and Lafayette Radio catalogs 
shown below, and pore over them for hours. Even if I couldn’t afford to buy the latest Knight-Kit or La- 
fayette shortwave radio, I could imagine what it would be like. These catalogs were chock full of possibili- 
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ALLIED RADIO 


I spent many hours poring over the Allied and Lafayette catalogs as a kid 
These two are from 1968, when I was 13 years old. 


So, you can imagine how I felt when, last Thursday, I found both the Autumn/Winter 2017 DX Engineer- 
ing catalog and the 2018-2019 Newark Electronics/element14 catalog in my mailbox. 


DX Engineering has really taken the amateur radio world by storm over the 
last ten years or so. I probably don’t have to tell you about that. If you’re an 
active amateur radio operator, I’m sure that you have heard about - and 
probably ordered from - DX Engineering. 


I think that DX Engineering did a very smart thing by investing the money 
in a print catalog. There’s something about browsing a print catalog that is 
just more satisfying than browsing online. 


DX Engineering has just about everything you need to have fun with ama- 
teur radio. The one glaring omission? They still don’t carry my study 


OXENGINEERING.COM 800.777.0703 guides! 


KB6NU’s Ham Radio Blog - Continued on page 11 
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KB6NU’s Ham Radio Blog - Continued from page 10 


The Newark/element14 2018-2019 catalog is a completely different 
beast. Amateur radio operators are only a small part of Newark/ 
element14’s market, but one nonetheless. They have, for example, 
attended the Dayton Hamvention for many years. 


As such, the catalog is not a “ham radio” catalog, but if you build 
stuff at all you'll find something of interest in its 1,799 pages. It in- 
cludes nearly any kind of electronic part that you might need. 


The section that might you might want to start with is the 
“makerspace” section. In this section, you’ll find Raspberry Pis, BeagleBones, and even micro:bits. They 
really have everything, though, including passive and active components, connectors, cable, and enclo- 
sures. 


Like I say, these catalogs are all about possibilities. You can search each company's website and find the 
parts they carry quickly and easily, but that experience is just not the same as browsing a print catalog and 
daydreaming about what you might find there. 


So, get your own copies - they’re free - and page through them. I’d be surprised if you didn’t run across 
something that you didn’t know about before, and it gave you some ideas about your next amateur radio 
project. 


Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” Amateur Radio License Study Guides and blogs about 
Amateur Radio at KB6NU.Com. When he's not picking nits about the name of our hobby, he teaches ham 
radio classes and operates CW on the HF bands. You can email him at cwgeek <at> kb6nu <dot> com. 


“a Festivus for the rest of us” 


December 23, 2017 


Customary Practices: 
Festivus Pole: A 6 foot aluminum pole 
Festivus Dinner: Meatloaf, Spaghetti with red sauce. 


The Airing of Grievances: It consist of each person 
lashing out at others and the world. 


Feats of Strength: The head of the household chal- 
lenges each guest to a wrestling match. 


Festivus Miracles: It’s a miracle somebody hasn’t 
called the cops by now. 


Wie " Constitution Changes 
o. we By Ron Block, NR2B 


a> 


Backup Checking Signature (2017-02) 


Shortly after the Constitutional Amendment (2017-01B) to change our checking 
account from dual-signature to single signature, the Board of Directors realized that if the Treasurer were 
to be unable to perform his/her duties, the Club would not be able to issue any checks. To rectify this prob- 
lem, the following Constitutional change (2017-02) is hereby proposed. It adds one sentence to the end of 
the President’s duties giving him/her the authority to sign checks only if the Treasurer is unable to perform 
his/her duties. The proposed duties paragraph will read as follows with the added sentence in bold- 
underline: 


Section 2. President. It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the 
CLUB. The President shall be the chairperson of the Board of Directors. The President 
shall have the power to implement the will of the Board of Directors in executing the de- 
sires of the general membership, subject to the limitations of the Constitution and the By- 
Laws of the CLUB. The President shall appoint, from the membership, the following 
Standing Committees and other committees deemed necessary: Membership, Publicity, 
Hamfest, Repeater Technical, Repeater Business, Hospitality, Club Site, Field Day, Nomi- 
nations, Health and Welfare, Budget, and Constitution. The President shall be an ex-officio 
member of all Committees. The President shall be able to sign checks drawn upon the 
CLUB’s accounts only when the Treasurer is unable to perform his/her duties. 


Eliminate Membership Card (2017-03) 


Sometimes when you are making a change in one area you notice that something else needs to be adjusted. 
This is the case with this proposed Constitutional change. The Club has not issued a membership card to 
Club members for some time, but the Constitution has a requirement for such a card. The Board of Direc- 
tors has determined that the card issuing requirement is not necessary and should be eliminated. The Con- 
stitutional change (2017-03) to eliminate the membership card is hereby proposed. It consists of deleting 
the last sentence of the Treasurer’s duties as shown below in bold-underline. 


Section 5. Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to be the recipient of and handle 
all monies of the CLUB. The Treasurer shall deposit same in the name of the CLUB in any 
FDIC Insured account. The Treasurer shall make all such payments for the CLUB as are 
provided by the Constitution, or such as shall be ordered by the Board of Directors. The 
Treasurer shall sign all checks drawn upon the CLUB's accounts. The Treasurer shall file 
IRS Form 990-N by the fifteenth day of the fifth month following the close of the Fiscal 
Year (May 15th) each year. The Treasurer shall issue a membership card to each mem- 
ber upon payment of his / her dues. 


Process 


In accordance with the Article [IX of the Constitution dealing with changes, each Club member is being 
made aware of the proposed changes with its publication in Crosstalk. In addition, the changes will be pre- 
sented and discussed at both the December 6, 2017 and January 3, 2018 General Membership Meetings. 
Following the January discussion, an adoption vote will take place. Please review the changes and feel free 
to participate in the discussion. 
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14.313 TH74db | Saint Helena Island 
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New Zealand 


21.025 BG08cs | South Cook Islands 
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300 Watts @ W2MMD - October 14, 2017 
By Mark Gottlieb, WA2DIY 


Comments 
Bruce R Salt 


The Finish Amateur Radio League - 
SRAL 


Jacky Calvo ZL3CW 
Stephen H Bloom 
Ulf Ehrlich 
Hot Lava Contest Club 


Pope Francisco Visits Chile DX Activity 


Julio Rivero 
Jorge Astudillo 
Seibel Daniel Oscar 
Juan Carlos Romero 


Celso Dias Dos Santos 


Frank Gonzalez 
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Time to contact your Senators 
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The Amateur Radio Parity Act was introduced in the US Senate on 
July 12, 2017, marking another step forward for this landmark legis- 
lation. Senators Roger Wicker (R-MS) and Richard Blumenthal (D- 
CT) are the Senate sponsors. 


The measure will, for the first time, guarantee all radio amateurs liv- 
ing in deed-restricted communities governed by a homeowner’s asso- 
ciation (HOA) or subject to any private land use regulations, the right 
to erect and maintain effective outdoor antennas at their homes. 


The Senate bill, $1534, is identical to HR555, which passed the US House of Representatives in January. 
Full Text - HR555 - Amateur Radio Parity Act of 2017 : http://bit.ly/2hPDyJ6 


ARRL link to contact your Senators : (Editor Note: Enter your callsign after your last name) 
http://bit.ly/2v49YaX 


New Jersey’s Senators are: 
Senator Bob Menendez : www.menendez.senate.gov/contact 
Senator Cory Booker : www.booker.senate.gov/?p=contact 


www.arrl.org/news/amateur-radio-parity-act-is-introduced-in-us-senate 


Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club & Urb LeJeune W1UL 
are co-sponsoring an On-Line Amateur Extra Class License Course 


The course is not broadcasted live, but rather delivery and participation is via email. The course 

ends with a review and VE session at the GCARC Clubhouse. Assignments including study sessions 
and practice tests are emailed. The time horizon goal is one subelement, out of 10, per week ending 
the course around mid-December. It could be shorter or longer depending on the pace of the candi- 


dates. The assignments are doable within the candidates own time frame. 


Currently there are 143 registered candidates in 31 states as well as Canada and South Africa. 
There are still a few spots left. Contact Urb W1UL at 609-937-548 with questions or to register. 


73 Urb WIUL —- 67 Years a Ham 
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DA’s and DIT’s 


Gary Reed, N2QEE, reports that the November 9, 2017 VE session had 3 candidates with all three attain- 
ing their General Class license: 

e Two upgrades: Mark KC2KFA and William KD2NOE to General Class 

e One passing the Technician and General Class exams: Kevin KD20QL 


GCARC still has the following antennas for sale: 

Mosley PRO-57-B-30 Multiband Yagi : It lists for $1950, was asking $500, Now $350. 
M’ 6M7JHV 6 Meter Yagi : It lists for $525, was asking $325, Now $275. 

Contact Al, KB2AYU at : kb2ayu <at> comcast <dot> net 


From ARRL Bulletin 23: In the Atlantic Division, now headed by Director Tom Abernethy, W3TOM, 
who qualified for re-election, ARRL members chose Riley Hollingsworth, K4¢ZDH, as Vice Director. In 
the final tally, Hollingsworth of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, received 2,559 votes, while Lloyd Roach, 
K3QNT, of Bedford, Pennsylvania, garnered 1,348 votes. Hollingsworth had served as FCC special coun- 
sel overseeing Amateur Radio enforcement. 


John Fallows, VE6EY, of Calgary, Alberta, has published a series of articles on his website called 
Noise Cancellers - RFI Survival Guide. The purpose of this information is to help hams and shortwave 
listeners lower their local HF noise floor and improve reception. You can view these articles at: 


http://play.fallows.ca/wp/series/noise-cancelers-rfi-survival-guide 


For many of a certain era, the Zenith Trans-Oceanic Radio was 
the "gateway receiver" to becoming an SWL and moving on 
into Amateur Radio. Martin Rowe, Senior Technical Editor at 
EETimes, published a reminiscence of this receiver, and a mini 
book review of The Zenith Trans-Oceanic: The Royalty of Ra- 
dio by John H. Bryant and Harold N. Cones. EETimes article: 


http://ubm.io/2zUzUbM 


Bob Whilleson, WA2IOZ, life member of Gloucester City 
Amateur Radio Club has gone Silent Key. 


FCC Chairman Recognizes Amateur Radio in Praising those Assisting Puerto Rico 
Wrapping up a 2-day visit to Puerto Rico on Monday, November 6, 2017, FCC Chairman Ajit Pai, recog- 


nized Amateur Radio volunteers in praising those who turned out to help the stricken Commonwealth in 
the wake of Hurricane Maria. 


For the Rest of the Story, goto: www.arrl.org/news/fcc-chairman-recognizes-amateur-radio-in- 
praising-those-assisting-puerto-rico 
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National Weather Service 


Y SKYWARN Recognition Day 


OB bares 


The national association for 
AMATEUR RADIO 


NWS 
Special 
Event 
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2017 SKYWARN™ Recognition Day 
December 2, 2017, from 0000z to 2400z 
SKYWARN™ Recognition Day was developed in 1999 by the National Weather Service and the American Radio Relay League. It 
celebrates the contributions that SK YWARN volunteers make to the NWS mission, the protection of life and property. Amateur radio 
operators comprise a large percentage of the SKY WARN volunteers across the country. The Amateur radio operators also provide vital 
communication between the NWS and emergency management if normal communications become inoperative. During the 
SKYWARN Special Event operators will visit NWS offices and contact other radio operators across the world. 


The Santa Net on 3.916 MHz 


For the 12th consecutive year, The 3916 Nets will be staging 
The Santa Net on 3.916 MHz. Good girls and boys will be able 
to talk to Santa Claus, via amateur radio, nightly at 1930 Hours 
Central Time (0130 Hours UTC) starting Friday, November 24, 
2017. The Santa Net will run nightly through Christmas Eve, 
December 24, 2017. 


Pete Thomson, KESGGY, of The 3916 Nets, commented on 
The 3916 Santa Net. He said, "Christmastime is our favorite 
time of the year on 3.916 MHz. We really enjoy being able to 
help young people experience both the magic of Christmas and 
the magic of Amateur Radio." 


Youngsters can talk to "Santa at The North Pole" via strategically placed relay stations who are responsi- 
ble for relaying in the voice of Santa. Thomson said that The Santa Net is a team effort that involves the 
efforts of a number of 3916 Net members. He said, "For over a decade, The Santa Net has connected kids 
from coast to coast with Santa Claus. With this amount of territory to cover, The Santa Net requires the 
efforts of a number of relay stations. Our relay stations do a super job and really enjoy bringing the spirit 
of Christmas to the Amateur Radio airwaves." 


Pre-net check-ins are welcome each night starting at 1915 Hours Central time (0115 Hours UTC) or on 
Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/3916santanet. Third party rules and regulations apply. 


The Santa Nets are presented annually by The 3916 Nets. The Rag Chew Crew, The Tailgaters and The 
Freewheelers are all Amateur Radio nets that meet on 3.916 MHz. For more information on The 3916 
Nets, go to: www.3916nets.com. For more information on The Santa Net, email: ke5ggy <at> gmail 
<dot> com. 


Snap Shots from the November 4, 2017 Boy Scout 


Zombie Survival Fall Camporee at Camp Grice 


Club members Mark WA2DTY, Jennifer 
KD2EYR, and Bob KC6AOH, set up a portable 
ham radio station in the middle of the woods at 
Camp Grice. They taught the scouts the fine art 
of ham radio communications at the Boy Scouts 
Zombie Survival Fall Camporee. Scouts used 
radios and made contacts with Canada (where it 
was snowing in Quebec) and Germany among 
other stations. 


Bob handed out Club information. Mark 
brought his own equipment and helped the kids 
with talking on the radio. Jennifer greeted the 
kids and helped explain what they were seeing 
while Mark was talking on the radio. 
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How to create customized configurations (WSJT-X/FT8) 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


Introduction 


WSJT-X is an outstanding software program used for making digital Amateur Radio contacts, including 
contacts in the new FT8 digital mode. Reference: www.physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt. 


Here’s a quick “how to”, with examples, for configuring WSJT-X for multiple personalized configura- 
tions. This is particularly useful, for example, when you have different operators with different callsigns in 
the same household sharing a computer, each wanting their own customized configurations. 


To do this, the simple steps are to clone the current configuration, switch to the cloned configuration, and 
then customize it. Steps to do this are detailed in this paper. To quickly switch between them, you simply 
use the Configurations menu to select which one you want to switch to, and the program automatically re- 
starts into that configuration. 


Details 


The “configurations” menu on WSJT-X allows for you to pre-define, and switch between, multiple con- 
figurations that you can define and save ahead of time. This can be useful, for example, when there are 
multiple Amateur Operators that are sharing a computer, and each wants to have a pre-defined settings 
profile with their callsign, and other settings, that they can easily return to when the user of the program 
changes. 


Here’s some screen shots and instructions showing how I created a new profile for a callsign W2MMD, by 
cloning all the default parameters that I have set up for my use. 


Check Default Settings 


First, start the program, and check all the default settings. Settings are found on the File > Settings pop up 
menu, as shown below. 


@ WSIT-X v1.8.0 by KUT 

File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Tools Help 
Open Ctri+0 
Open next in directory F6 
Decode remaining files in directory Shift +F6 


Delete all *.wav & *.c2 files in SaveDir 
Erase ALL. TXT 

Erase wsjtx_log.adi 

Open log directory 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued on page 19 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued from page 18 


For me, from the File — Settings — General tab, the callsign and other check boxes look like this. In par- 
ticular, I like these display settings as the default for all of my profiles. You customize them later for each 
profile you create. 


e Settings ? x 


General Radio Audio TxMacros Reporting Frequencies Colors Advanced 
Station Details 


My Cali: [NaGx3 | My Grd: [FM2oier | TARU Region: | Al aa 
Message generation for type 2 compound callsign holders: ‘Full callin 7x3 Mai 


Display 

© Blank line between decoding periods ) Font... 
© Display distance in miles ; 
| Tx messages to Rx frequency window 

| Show DXCC entity and worked before status 


Behavior 


(C] Monitor off at startup (] Enable VHF/UHF Microwave features 
Monitor returns to last used frequency [[] Allow Tx frequency changes while transmitting 
| Double-click on call sets Tx enable (C] Single decode 
[| Disable Tx after sending 73 (J Decode after EME delay 
Tx watchdog: [6minutes || 


| Cw ID after 73 Periodic CW ID Interyal: [0 


[ox] [cancel] 


Make all the adjustments you want on the General, Radio, Audio, and other settings tabs, and then press 
“OK” at the bottom to save them in the default profile. You will have a chance later to customize these in 
the new profiles you will create from this profile. 


Clone new configuration 


Next, check the Configurations menu. There is a “dot” next to the current configuration. From that con- 
figuration, “clone” to create a copy of the current configuration, as shown below. 


@ wsiT-x v1.8.0 by KUT 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued on page 20 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued from page 19 


After doing this, you will now end up with something like this when you go back to the Configurations 
menu. Note the new entry, with same name as your current entry, with the text “- Copy” added to the 


name. 
@ WSIT-x v1.8.0 by KIT 


File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Toc 


13 ~ UA3DIB GOBWB 


IeGATAN c a 1 120e «a. reawe zarorncere nm 


Select the new clone (copy), and rename it. | am renaming it to W2MMD in this example. Of course, you 
would want to change it to a name of your choice. 


@ WSIT-x v1.8.0 by KUT 
File Configurations View Mode Decode Save Too 


i Default > Band Activity 
f @ New Configurat.. ? 4 
13 . , 

C 


Oldname: Default - Copy 


(i34915 —§ O.7 Fil _«_]| 
134915 11 0.1 8&& i Cancel 
134915 -17 90.3 105 

0.6 139 


134915 -20 


| 
1'1234915 -13 -0.2 149 


Switch to the new configuration 


Next, from the same Configurations drop down, switch to this new configuration. 


@ wWsiT-x v1.8.0 by KUT 


a The result of switching to it should 
“"! result in a quick restart of the software oO Mae AOS RUF 


program. Then when you look at the | Fije Configurations View 
aa | amie Configurations after this quick restart, 
bo 57] you should see the “dot” is now next 
135130 -13 0.1 
135130 -9 -0.0 


to your switched to configuration on 


the Configurations choices. 
135130 -14 -0.3 


135130 -13 0.6 
135130 -17 0.6 


aA TAA a A 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued on page 21 


Customizing WSJT-X - Continued from page 20 


While running in the newly cloned and renamed configuration, next we will customize it. 
Customize current configuration 


Next, we customize this cloned configuration that we have switched to. In this case, we need to go back to 
the File-Settings menu, and change the callsign to be W2MMD, and then save that by pressing OK after 
updating the callsign on the File — Settings — General tab. 


@ Settings ? x 


General Radio Audio TxMacos Reporting Frequendes Colors Advanced 
Station Details 


Mycak (MBE) M ci: [rze J RURegion: [Al 


Message generation for type 2 compound callsign holders: Full call in 3 ’ 


1 Blank line between decoding periods Font... 
M1 Display distance in miles 

Ix messages to Rx frequency window 

M] Show DXCC entity and worked before status 


Behavior 
[_] Monitor off at startup (_] Enable VHF/UHF /Microwave features 

Monitor returns to last used frequency [_] Allow Tx frequency changes while transmitting 
| Double-dick on call sets Tx enable _] Single decode 


[] Disable Tx after sending 73 [_] Decode after EME delay 
Tx watchdog: 6 minutes a 
(A cw D after 73 Periodic CW ID Interyal: |o |$ 
[ox] cance 
That’s it! 


Create other customized configurations like this, and then “switch to” whichever one you want to quickly 
change users, or operate with different settings you have defined and named as different Configurations. 


Hope you find this helpful! 
Jim, N2GXJ 


This article is also on our website on “Zhe Elmer’s Shack” page and there is also a link to download 
a PDF version. 


Regional (Atlantic Division +++) Hamfests and Events 


December 9, 2017 : Prince Georges County Emergency Repeater Association SantaFest, American Le- 
gion Youth Camp, 9201 Surratts Road, Cheltenham, MD. www.pgares.org 


HamSCI Workshop Aims to Foster Collaboration 
between Hams and Space Science/Weather 
Researchers 


Hamscl 


HamSCI - the Amateur Radio citizen science initiative - has announced a 
2-day workshop February 23-24, 2018 at New Jersey Institute of Tech- Ham Radio Science Citizen Investigation 
nology (NJIT) in Newark. HamSCI’s Nathaniel Frissell, W2NAF, has 
posted a survey to gauge interest and potential attendance. 


“We are inviting all hams and scientists interested in ham radio science,” Frissell said. “This aim of this 
workshop is to foster collaborations between the ham radio and the space science and space weather re- 
search communities through presentations, discussions, and demonstrations. This year’s meeting will fo- 
cus on solar eclipse analysis, ham radio data sources and databases, and the development of a “personal 
space weather station.’” 


For the Rest of Story, go to: http://www.arrl.org/news/hamsci-workshop-aims-to-foster-collaboration- 
between-hams-and-space-science-weather-researchers 


Interest Survey : http://hamsci.org/article/hamsci-workshop-2018-interest-surve 


PEARL HARBOR 


NATIONAL REMEMBRANCE DAY 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1941 


r Courage * Commitment *® 


Art by Gilbe 


100 Watts Portable - October 21, 2017 
By Mark Gottlieb, WA2DIY 


Equipment used : Yaesu FT-857D, 100 Watts, 22 AH Battery, Buddipole with 18 foot mast 
Location : Mary Mazza Duffy Park, Williamstown, NJ 


21:42 9A3XV 14.283 | SSB | JN75xu Croatia Sale Aleksandar Jugovic 
21:09 DL1A 14.213 | SSB | JN58qd Germany Contest Station DOK C30 
20:51 W1AW 14.232 | SSB | FN31pr Newington, CT ARRL HQ Operators Club 


14.233 | SSB | JN48pr Germany Sven Shoenhaar 
14.246 | SSB | JN49kw Germany Barney Bandrack 
DLOSN JO40av Germany pi eat aes 
DM3W JO7ler Germany Contest Station 
IZ2SQS JN55id Italy Andrea “Andy” Laudini 
KG4EYG EM64rr Enterprise, AL Arthur J Gribensk 
IT9CTG JM67Ix Italy Vito Campo 
S57DX JN75dx Slovenia Slavko Celarc 
DLOBX JO31hs Germany Alfons Kosthorst 
DG6SA JO31le Germany Joerg Bonneck 
VOIRAC FN25ci Canada Radio Amateurs of Canada 
OM2VL JN87tx Slovak Republic Laszlo Vegh 
DK1RU JN48ns Germany Olaf Rutschek 
IW1GGR | 2 JN44is Italy Mauro Parziale 


0M 
18:49 KBOEO 


Northfield, MN Daniel E Soderlund 
Phoenix, AZ Warren G Boehm 
14.244 | SSB | JO60dq Germany Oliver Zaumseil 
14.261 | SSB | JO30kw Germany Contest Call 
14.269 | SSB | JO42ic Germany Clubstation DOK N08 
17:57 AK7RM 20M | 14.199 | SSB | DM43ek Mesa, AZ Robert Monsipapa 


Did You Know! 


The BNC connector is a miniature quick connect/disconnect radio frequency connector used for coaxial 
cable. BNC connectors are made to match the characteristic impedance of cable at either 50 ohms or 75 
ohms. They are usually applied for frequencies below 4 GHz and voltages below 500 volts. It was named 
the “BNC” (for Bayonet Neill-Concelman) after its bayonet mount locking mechanism and its inventors, 
Paul Neill and Carl Concelman. A threaded version, known as the TNC connector (for Threaded Neill- 
Concelman) is also available. It has superior performance to the BNC connector at microwave frequen- 
cies. 


CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, SSB 
October 28, 2017 November 18, 2017 


Call: WB2P Call: WB2P 


Operator (s) : WA2TML, WB2P Operator (s) : WB2P 
Station: W2YC Station: W2YC 


Class: SO Unlimited LP 
QTH: SNJ 
Operating Time (hrs): 21:20 


Class: M/2 HP 
QTH: SNJ 
Operating Time (hrs): 34 


Location: USA Summary: 


Bands QSOs 
Summary: 


Bands QSOs Zones Countries 


Sections: 83 
Total Score: 149,400 


Total Score: 1,597,242 Club: Frankford Radio Club 


Club: Frankford Radio Club Comments: Special thanks to W2YC for the use of his 

station #1 and his awesome 40M beam. Did not complete 
Comments: Special thanks to W2YC for the use of his the sweep until 1730ish on Sunday. My first SS with 80M 
superb contest station. being the best band. Can’t wait for next year. 


rhis. Certifies That 
KENNETH NEWMAN N2CQ 
is Awarded 
FIRST PLACE — GLOUCESTER COUNTY 


in The 2017 Running of The New Jersey QSO party. 


Burlington County Radio Club 


Robert Nelsory K2QPN Frank HuminsQi K2SQS 


Contest Chuirman President 


Element 3 General Class License Question Quiz 


Questions from the Element 3 General Class License Question Pool. This will be regular feature to help 
Technicians upgrade to General Class. Answers on ‘Last Page Calendar’. 


This month we finish up : Subelement G3: Radio Wave Propagation 


G3C03 

Why is the F2 region mainly responsible for the longest distance radio wave propagation? 
A. Because it is the densest ionospheric layer 

B. Because it does not absorb radio waves as much as other ionospheric regions 

C. Because it is the highest ionospheric region 

D. All of these choices are correct 


G3C04 

What does the term ''critical angle'' mean as used in radio wave propagation? 

A. The long path azimuth of a distant station 

B. The short path azimuth of a distant station 

C. The lowest takeoff angle that will return a radio wave to the Earth under specific ionospheric conditions 
D. The highest takeoff angle that will return a radio wave to the Earth under specific ionospheric condi- 
tions 


G3C05 

Why is long distance communication on the 40-meter, 60-meter, 80-meter and 160-meter bands 
more difficult during the day? 

A. The F layer absorbs signals at these frequencies during daylight hours 

B. The F layer is unstable during daylight hours 

C. The D layer absorbs signals at these frequencies during daylight hours 

D. The E layer is unstable during daylight hours 


G3C06 

What is a characteristic of HF scatter signals? 
A. They have high intelligibility 

B. They have a wavering sound 

C. They have very large swings in signal strength 
D. All of these choices are correct 


G3C07 

What makes HF scatter signals often sound distorted? 

A. The ionospheric layer involved is unstable 

B. Ground waves are absorbing much of the signal 

C. The E-region is not present 

D. Energy is scattered into the skip zone through several different radio wave paths 


General Class Quiz - Continued on page 26 


General Class Quiz - Continued from page 25 


G3C08 

Why are HF scatter signals in the skip zone usually weak? 

A. Only a small part of the signal energy is scattered into the skip zone 

B. Signals are scattered from the magnetosphere which is not a good reflector 
C. Propagation is through ground waves which absorb most of the signal energy 
D. Propagations is through ducts in F region which absorb most of the energy 


G3C09 

What type of radio wave propagation allows a signal to be detected at a distance too far for ground 
wave propagation but too near for normal sky-wave propagation? 

A. Faraday rotation 

B. Scatter 

C. Sporadic-E skip 

D. Short-path skip 


G3C10 

Which of the following might be an indication that signals heard on the HF bands are being received 
via scatter propagation? 

A. The communication is during a sunspot maximum 

B. The communication is during a sudden ionospheric disturbance 

C. The signal is heard on a frequency below the Maximum Usable Frequency 

D. The signal is heard on a frequency above the Maximum Usable Frequency 


G3C11 

Which of the following antenna types will be most effective for skip communications on 40-meters 
during the day? 

A. A vertical antenna 

B. A horizontal dipole placed between 1/8 and 1/4 wavelength above the ground 

C. A left-hand circularly polarized antenna 

D. A right-hand circularly polarized antenna 


G3C12 

Which ionospheric layer is the most absorbent of long skip signals during daylight hours on fre- 
quencies below 10 MHz? 

A. The F2 layer 

B. The F1 layer 

C. The E layer 

D. The D layer 


G3C13 

What is Near Vertical Incidence Sky-wave (NVIS) propagation? 
A. Propagation near the MUF 

B. Short distance MF or HF propagation using high elevation angles 
C. Long path HF propagation at sunrise and sunset 

D. Double hop propagation near the LUF 


WIAW 2017/2018 Winter Operating Schedule 


Daily Visitor Operating Hours: 
1500 UTC to 1700 UTC - (10 AM to 12 PM ET) 
1800 UTC to 2045 UTC - (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) 


(Station closed 1700 to 1800 UTC (12 PM to 1 PM ET) 


Morning Schedule : 


1400 UTC (9 AM ET) Wednesday, Friday 
1400 UTC AM ET) Tuesday, Thursday 


Afternoon/Evening Schedule : 


2100 UTC (4 PM ET) Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

21 UTC APMED 

200 UTC PMED 

230 UTC 6PMED 

0000 UTC (7 PM ET) Monday, Wednesday, Friday 

oo UTE PME 

nw UTC PED 

(aw UTC W PED 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 


Frequencies (MHz) : 


Notes: 


CWs = Morse Code practice (slow) = 5, 7.5, 10, 13 and 15 WPM 
CWf = Morse Code practice (fast) = 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 WPM 
CWb = Morse Code Bulletins = 18 WPM 


WIAW Operating Schedule - Continued on page 28 


WIAW Operating Schedule - Continued from page 27 
Notes: 


CW frequencies include code practices, Qualifying Runs and CW bulletins. 
DIGITAL = BAUDOT (45.45 baud), BPSK31 and MFSK16 in a revolving schedule. 


Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice is given at the beginning of each prac- 
tice and at the beginning of alternate speeds. 


On Tuesdays and Fridays at 2330 UTC (6:30 PM ET), Keplerian Elements for active amateur satellites are 
sent on the regular digital frequencies. 


A DX bulletin replaces or is added to the regular bulletins between 0100 UTC (8 PM ET) Thursdays and 
0100 UTC (8 PM ET) Fridays. 


Audio from W1AW's CW code practices, CW/digital bulletins and phone bulletin is available using Echo- 
Link via the W1AW Conference Server named "W1AWBDCT." The monthly W1AW Qualifying Runs 
are presented here as well. The audio is sent in real-time and runs concurrently with W1AW's regular 
transmission schedule. 


All users who connect to the conference server are muted. Please note that any questions or comments 
about this server should not be sent via the "Text" window in EchoLink. Please direct any questions or 


comments to wlaw <at> arrl <dot> org. 


In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: Voice on the hour, 
Digital at 15 minutes past the hour, and CW on the half hour. 


All licensed amateurs may operate the station from 1500 UTC to 1700 UTC (10 AM to 12 PM ET), and 
then from 1800 UTC to 2045 UTC (1 PM to 3:45 PM ET) Monday through Friday. Be sure to bring your 


current FCC amateur license or a photocopy. 


The complete W1AW Operating Schedule may also be found on page 95 in the November 2017 issue of 
QST or on the web at: http://www.arrl.org/wlaw-operating-schedule. 


winter solstice (December 21) 


e polar night (6 months of night) 


Arctic Circle (66.5° N) 
24 hours of darkness 


Tropic of Cancer (23.5° N) 
13.5 hours of darkness 


7— Equator (0°) 
ie 12 hours of darkness 


__-—— Tropic of Capricorn (23.5° S) 
10.5 hours of darkness 


s Antarctic Circle (66.5° S) 


polar day (6 months of day) noses ef eaenes 


QST de W1AW 

Space Bulletin 015 ARLS015 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington, CT November 20, 2017 
To all radio amateurs 


SB SPACE ARL ARLSO15 RadFxSat (Fox-1B) Launched Successfully, Designated AO-91 


The latest CubeSat in the Fox series - RadFxSat (Fox-1B) - launched No- 
vember 18 from Vandenberg Air Force Base in California. The Delta II 
vehicle lifted off at 0948 UTC. 


"Following a picture-perfect launch, RadFxSat was deployed at 1109 
UTC," AMSAT reported. "Then the wait began. At 1212 UTC, the AM- 
SAT Engineering team, watching ZR6AIC's WebSDR waterfall, saw the 
characteristic "Fox Tail’ of the Fox-1 series FM transmitter, confirming 
that the satellite was alive and transmitting over South Africa. Shortly 
after 1234 UTC, the first telemetry was received and uploaded to AM- 
SAT servers by Maurizio Balducci, [V3RYQ, in Italy. Initial telemetry 
confirmed that the satellite was healthy." 


In the wake of the successful launch, deployment, and reception, OSCAR 
Number Administrator Bill Tynan, W3XO, designated the new satellite 
as AMSAT-OSCAR 91 (AO-91). 


RadFxSat is one of four CubeSats making up this NASA Educational Launch of Nanosatellites (ELaNa) 
XIV mission, riding as secondary payloads aboard the JPSS-1 mission. 


RadFxSat is a partnership with Vanderbilt University's Institute for Space and Defense Electronics (ISDE) 
and hosts four payloads for the study of radiation effects on commercial off-the-shelf components. It will 
carry a Fox-1 style FM U/V repeater with an uplink on 435.250 MHz (67.0 Hz CTCSS) and a downlink on 
145.960 MHz. 


AMSAT Engineering reminds stations that the satellite will not be available for general use until the on- 
orbit checkouts are complete. AMSAT asks listeners to submit telemetry from RadFxSat (Fox-1B) to assist 
the Engineering team in completing the commissioning process. 


Experiment telemetry is downlinked via the DUV sub-audible telemetry stream, which can be decoded us- 
ing FoxTelem software, available online at: http://bit.ly/2zXhGGj. 


mp) Paton 


pall (5) te. 


The Mid-Atlantic’s 
Lateest Winter Hamfest! 


Atlantic County, NJ West Atlantic City W2HRW/SPARC 443.250 MHz Plus 146.2 Hz 
Atlantic County, NJ Atlantic City KC2TGB/SCERN 444.65625 MHz Plus Open 
Burlington County, NJ Medford K2AA/SJRA 145.290 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 

Camden County, NJ Blue Anchor KB2AYS 445.125 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill NJ2CH 145.370 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill K3RJC/HARC 444.900 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill KB2UMJ 446.375 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Gloucester City NJ2GC 447.775 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Lindenwold K2EOC/SCERN Plus Open 
Camden County, NJ Runnemede WA2WUN Plus 192.8 Hz 
Cape May County, NJ Wildwood WA2WUN Minus 167.9 Hz 
Cumberland County, NJ Rosenhayn KC2TXB/SCERN Minus Open 
Chester County, PA Jennersville N3SLC/SLRC Minus 114.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Paoli WB3JOE/MARC Minus 131.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Valley Forge W3PHL/PARA Plus 131.8 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Horsham K3JJO/DRC Plus 162.2 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Wyndmoor K3PDR/PDRA Minus Open 
Philadelphia County, PA Philadelphia WM3PEN/HARC 146.685 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 
Philadelphia County, PA Roxborough W3QV/Phil-Mont 444.800 MHz Plus 186.2 Hz 
Kent County, DE Dover KC3ARC/KCARC 146.970 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
Kent County, DE Woodside KC3ARC/KCARC 146.910 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 146.700 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 449.025 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Wilmington WA3UYJ 146.955 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Bridgeville W3TBG/NARC 145.210 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Lewes W4ALT 443.550 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Millsboro WS3ARA/SARA 449.825 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Seaford N3KNT 146.715 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Selbyville WS3ARA/SARA 147.015 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 


*New entry or update as of this issue. 


December Birthdays In Memoriam 


Congratulations to our members who are December Birthdays 
celebrating their birthday this month 


Silent Keys: 
Frank Bratton N2FJB August Bendler W2GUS 
Tom Gorman KE2ES (President 2012, 2013) Joseph Bowen Jr KD2AE 


Bill Grim Jr WOMHK Howard Carter WA20VQ 
Ronald Her oe KC3FRE Frank Ciancaglini K2JLY 
Bart Kleczynski AC2PT Daniel Coursey WA2ZTY 
Urb LeJ eUne. WIUL Vincent Gadzinski WB2VNS 
Virginia Macrie KA2ZZA Agi Goldaan KGWiIn 
Gary Mirkin WA3SVW William Helmetag WA2VQG 


Sheldon Parker K2MEN Frank Malinowski Sr KE2NY 
William Robinson KD2ANM john Macchall KB2RGR 


Robert Saunders Jr KC2UYS Wallan O° Donnell Sc NION 


James Peck W2LVW (President 1961) 
Donald Seibert N2MOO 
Happy John (Jack) White WA2MEM (President 1974) 
Birthday Norman Williams W2SPN 
Raymond Wrzeszczynski N2SXO 


Our General Membership Meetings are broadcast live on Periscope. TV 


Go to www.periscope.tv. 


Using the search function, search for W2MMD_MMDDYYYY, where MMDDYYYY is the month , day, 
and year of the meeting. The December 6" meeting will be W2MMD_12062017. 


Crosstalk Submissions 
This is your Club Newsletter. Make use of it. 


If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 
We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives 
to include in every issue. Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County 


Amateur Radio Club a REAL Club. 


All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 
Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN at jeff <dot> garth <at> comcast <dot> net. 


Submission deadline for the January 2018 issue: Wednesday, December 20, 2017 


Club Website www.w2mmd.org 
Club E-Mail Reflector: GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net 
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December 2017 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 01452-02152, Dec 1 

QRP Fox Hunt 02002-03302, Dec 1 

NCCC Sprint 02302-03002, Dec 1 

ARRL 160-Meter Contest 22002, Dec 1 to 16002, Dec 3 
Wake-Up! QRP Sprint 06002-06292, Dec 2 and 


0630Z-0659Z, Dec 2 and 
07002-07292, Dec 2 and 
07302-08002, Dec 2 


TOPS Activity Contest 16002, Dec 2 to 15592, Dec 3 
EPC Ukraine DX Contest 2000Z, Dec 2 to 1959Z, Dec 3 
Ten-Meter RTTY Contest 00002-24002, Dec 3 

SARL Digital Contest 13002-16002, Dec 3 

ARS Spartan Sprint 02002-04002, Dec 5 

QRP Fox Hunt 02002-03302, Dec 6 

Phone Fray 02302-03002, Dec 6 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 1300Z-1400Z, Dec 6 and 


19002-20002, Dec 6 and 
03002-04002, Dec 7 

QRP ARCI Topband Sprint 0000Z-0600Z, Dec 7 

NRAU 10m Activity Contest 18002-19002, Dec 7 (CW) and 
1900Z-2000Z, Dec 7 (SSB) and 
20002-21002, Dec 7 (FM) and 
2100Z-22002Z, Dec 7 (Dig) 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 01452-02152, Dec 8 

QRP Fox Hunt 02002-03302, Dec 8 

NCCC Sprint 02302-03002, Dec 8 

ARRL 10-Meter Contest 00002, Dec 9 to 2400Z, Dec 10 

SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 1200Z, Dec 9 to 2400Z, Dec 10 

International Naval Contest 16002, Dec 9 to 1559Z, Dec 10 

AWA Bruce Kelley 1929 QSO Party 2300Z, Dec 9 to 2300Z, Dec 10 and 
2300Z, Dec 16 to 23002, Dec 17 

QRP ARCI Holiday Spirits Homebrew Sprint 20002-23592, Dec 10 

COC Great Colorado Snowshoe Run 21002-22592, Dec 10 

4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint 01002-03002, Dec 11 

NAQCC CW Sprint 01302-03302, Dec 13 

QRP Fox Hunt 0200Z-0330Z, Dec 13 

Phone Fray 0230Z-0300Z, Dec 13 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 13002-14002, Dec 13 and 


19002-20002, Dec 13 and 
03002-04002, Dec 14 


December Contest Calendar - Continued on page 33 


December Contest Calendar - Continued from page 32 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint 

Russian 160-Meter Contest 
AGB-Party Contest 

OK DX RTTY Contest 

Feld Hell Sprint 

Padang DX Contest 
Croatian CW Contest 

ARRL Rookie Roundup, CW 
Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 
QRP Fox Hunt 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


NAQCC CW Sprint 

NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint 

RAEM Contest 

DARC Christmas Contest 
SKCC Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint 

RAC Winter Contest 

Stew Perry Topband Challenge 
Original QRP Contest 

Bogor Old and New Contest 


01452-02152, Dec 15 
02002-03302, Dec 15 
02302-03002, Dec 15 
20002-24002, Dec 15 
21002-24002, Dec 15 
00002-24002, Dec 16 
00002-23592, Dec 16 
12002-23592, Dec 16 
14002, Dec 16 to 14002, Dec 17 
18002-23592, Dec 17 
02002-04002, Dec 18 
02002-03302, Dec 20 
02302-03002, Dec 20 
13002-14002, Dec 20 and 


1900Z-2000Z, Dec 20 and 
03002-04002, Dec 21 


01302-03302, Dec 21 
01452-02152, Dec 22 
02002-03302, Dec 22 
02302-03002, Dec 22 
00002-11592, Dec 24 
08302-10592, Dec 26 
00002-02002, Dec 27 
02002-03302, Dec 27 
02302-03002, Dec 27 
13002-14002, Dec 27 and 


1900Z-2000Z, Dec 27 and 
03002-04002, Dec 28 


01452-02152, Dec 29 
02002-03302, Dec 29 
02302-03002, Dec 29 
00002-23592, Dec 30 
15002, Dec 30 to 15002, Dec 31 
15002, Dec 30 to 15002, Dec 31 
12002-23592, Dec 31 


w2mmd.org ai wv Facebook Page 


Membership Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Publicity Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Hamfest Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 
Repeater John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 
Hospitality Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
Club Site Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Field Day Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Nominations Harry Elwell, K2ATX 
Health, Welfare, & Silent Keys Bill Price, NJ2S 

Budget Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Constitution and By-Laws Ron Block, NR2B 


ARES/RACES Emergency Communications John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 
Club Publications Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
License Testing/VEC Liaison Gary Reed, N2QEE 
Programs Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 
Database/Roster Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
Historian Jeffrey Garth, WB2ZBN 
GCARC Family Picnic Laurie Love, KDZ2EYW 
Foxhunts Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
W2MMbD License Trustee Darrell Neron, AB2E 
Contests and Nets Jim Clark, KAZOSV 
Holiday Dinner Party Jennifer Robinson, KDZ2EYR 


GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net e-mail reflector guidelines 

1. No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 

2. If you have Club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he 
will put them on the website and he will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3. Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4. URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5. Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The mes- 
sage will be rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 

6. Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. 
You must use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 


7. If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the re- 
flector does not recognize that address. 


8. Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator 
has to log-in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address 
as belonging to a Club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 


FYL..If you use Comcast e-mail, you are limited to 100 addresses per message. 


For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.gth.net 


The W2MMD Repeaters 


Output: 147.180 MHz 
Input: 147.780 MHz 
Offset: +600 kHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 


On-The-Air - Analog Only 
Output: 442.100 MHz 
Input: 447.100 MHz 
Offset: +5 MHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 


Temporarily Off-The-Air 
Output: 1284.400 MHz 
Input: 1272.400 MHz 
Offset: -12.0 MHz 
PL Tone: None 


The above 3 repeaters are all 
located in Pitman, NJ 
GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 


New BridgeCom Repeater is on-the-air 
Output: 224.660 MHz 
Input: 223.060 MHz 
Offset: -1.6 MHz 
PL Tone: 131.8 Hz 
Location: Sewell, NJ 
GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 


SKYWARN™ Net 
Sunday @ 1945: 147.180 MHz 


Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 
Sunday @ 2000: 147.180 MHz 


10 Meter Ragchew Net 
Every Thursday @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 


10 Meter Swap Meet 
2" Saturday of the Month @ 2000 Hours 
Check-in on 28.475 MHz or 28.465 MHz 


Meeting Calendar 
General Membership Meeting 


Wednesday, December 6, 2017 @ 1930 Hours 
Pfeiffer Community Center 
301 Blue Bell Road 
(Main Street and Blue Bell Road) 
Williamstown, NJ 


Board of Directors Meeting 


Wednesday, December 20, 2017 @ 1900 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 
Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 
235 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77), Mullica Hill, NJ 


December 6, 2017 
General Membership Meeting 


Joe Everhart, N2CX 
Portable Operating in NPOTA & 
POTA 


2018 Club Officer Elections 
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Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club - P. O. Box 370 - Pitman, NJ 08071 


CrossTalk 


December 2017 


